Biliary endoprosthesis as an alternative to endoscopic nasobiliary drainage in patients with acute cholangitis.
Conventionally, acute cholangitis is managed by placing a nasobiliary drainage catheter. We have attempted to place a biliary endoprosthesis in such patients as an alternative to using nasobiliary catheter drainage. Twenty-seven patients with acute cholangitis were managed by placement of 7-Fr straight biliary endoprostheses instead of using nasobiliary drainage catheters to decompress the biliary system. The procedure was carried out without sphincterotomy and without image intensification. Biliary endoprosthesis placement was successfully carried out in all the patients. Definitive treatment was then provided to all but four patients, who either had inoperable cancer or were at high risk for surgery. Early stent occlusion occurred in one patient, and in another patient the Dormia basket became entrapped while stones were being removed from the common bile duct. There were no mortalities. Biliary endoprosthesis placement is safe, easy to perform, and is a cheaper alternative to endoscopic nasobiliary drainage.